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Background:

Independent smallholders play an important role in the transformation of sustainable palm oil
standards. There are over 7 million independent smallholders around the globe, with Indonesian and
Malaysian independent smallholders contributing 45% of their national productions.

Since RSPQO’s independent smallholder standards came into force in 2013, there has been no
significant growth in the number of independent smallholders pursuing RSPO certification. Globally,
25,000 independent smallholders have been RSPO-certified up to 2022.

RSPO has made significant efforts to accelerate independent smallholder inclusion in the system,
such as providing a simple standard known as the Stepwise Approach, a programme fund to support
independent smallholders through RSSF, and the Academy for independent smallholders. In
addition, encouragement for independent smallholder’s accelerated certification is specifically
mentioned in Indicator 5.1.8 under Principle 5 (Support Smallholder Inclusion) of P&C 2018.
However, this was also unable to encourage their inclusion in RSPO certification on a large scale.

This is, in part, due to the lack of Governments’ involvement in RSPO certification scheme, despite
the fact that RISS 2019 outlines that one of the important requirements for pursuing RSPO
certification is to meet legal aspects, such as land legality, independent smallholder organisational
legality, and environment management legality.

Evidently, RSPO already has a designed approach known as the Jurisdictional Approach (JA) to
encourage local Governments’ engagement in accelerating RSPO certification. In 2018, JA was
included in the RSPO Theory of Change (ToC) as a key strategy to achieve RSPQ’s vision of ‘Making
the Sustainable Palm Qil the Norm’. However, this approach seems to have lost impetus and needs
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a measurable plan and resources to accelerate its implementation.
Proposed Resolution:

We, the civil society, RSPO independent smallholders and supportive RSPO member companies,
believe that the jurisdictional approach can help accelerate the standard implementation,
particularly in terms of meeting legal requirements and developing strategies to engage local
Governments in promoting sustainable palm oil standard implementation. Therefore, we are
proposing the following resolution:

“RSPO prioritises jurisdictional approach to accelerate the transformation of sustainable palm oil
standards, the inclusion of independent smallholders and engagement with local communities”

With key points as follow:

1. RSPO has a measurable plan in place to accelerate JA implementation through engagement
and collaboration with national Governments and applicable national standards.

2. RSPO formulates an adaptive model of the existing certification scheme.

3. RSPO, through collaboration with local governments, implements its model to track its

implementability, applicability, and auditability.

4, Members of RSPO actively involve and participate in multi-stakeholder forums and processes
at jurisdictional level.

5. The RSPO Board and RSPO Secretariat allocate adequate budget and staffing resources
required to implement the point above and restore impetus to the Jurisdictional Approach.

Potential Benefits:
Smallholder Inclusiveness

Support for Smallholder Strategy document
Support for Shared Responsibility standard
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Acceleration of RSPO vision achievement: Making sustainable palm oil the norm
Potential Risks if this resolution is not adopted:
Inadequate oversight by RSPO means implementation falters

JA pilots weaken for lack of support or engagement
Inadequate Quality Assurance
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Inadequate measures to allow genuine smallholder and local community participation.

Proposed Working Group in overseeing the Resolution:
Jurisdictional Working Group (JWG), RSPO Secretariat

Contact information:
Rukaiyah Rafik, rukaiyahrafik @fortasbi.org

References:
RSPO Theory of Change, RSPO Smallholders Strategy
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