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Background: 

 

This resolution serves to address two (2) issues: 

i) There is no provision in the RSPO Statutesi stipulating the appropriate voting procedures in the 

event of a tie vote at the General Assembly. 

ii) Although the RSPO Statutes states that the Chairperson has a casting vote at the General 

Assembly, it does not explain how the Chairperson should cast the deciding vote. The following 

articles are referred: 

(a) Article 9(c)(vii) - "...decisions of the General Assembly are taken by simple majority vote 

of the Ordinary Members present and the Chairperson(s) shall have a casting vote."  

(b) Article 10(g) - "...decisions are taken at the majority of the votes of the Ordinary Members 

present, the Chairman having a casting vote."  

The amendments below are proposed to formalise the voting procedures in the event of a tie vote at 

the General Assembly and the manner in which the Chairperson should exercise his/her casting vote.  

 

THIS RESOLUTION PROPOSES: 

That the RSPO Statutes be amended to provide the appropriate voting procedures in the event 

of a tie vote and the manner in which the Chairperson should exercise his/her casting vote. 

The Articles 9(c)(vii) and 10(g) of the RSPO Statutes are revised as below (changes are marked 

in bold italic): 



 

RSPO Statutes 

9. Ordinary General Assembly 

(c) Quorum and Votes 

(vii) Except in the cases of Dissolution according to Article19 below and as state 

otherwise, decisions of the General Assembly are taken by simple majority vote of 

the Members present. The Chairperson of the meeting having a casting vote, 

must cast the vote in the event of a tie after the count of the votes and an 

abstention is not admissible. In case the vote of the Chairperson is invalid, 

including but not limited to void and empty votes, the Chairperson must re-cast 

the vote until validity. 

 

10. Extraordinary General Assembly  

(g) Except in the cases of dissolution according to Article 19, decisions are taken at the 

majority of the votes of the Ordinary Members present. The Chairperson of the meeting 

having a casting vote, must cast the vote in the event of a tie after the count of the 

votes and an abstention is not admissible. In case the vote of the Chairperson is invalid, 

including but not limited to void and empty votes, the Chairperson must re-cast the vote 

until validity. 

 

Contact Information: 

Patrick Chia, Finance and Administration Director, RSPO - patrick.chia@rspo.org 

i The current RSPO Statutes can be downloaded for review at http://www.rspo.org/key-
documents/membership 
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