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Background: 

Smallholders are critical to the present and the future of the RSPO, and of oil palm.   

The certification of smallholders, and in particular of independent smallholders, to the RSPO 

standard is a challenging task. It must be approached with great care, with a system that covers all 

aspects of the standard, so that smallholders can commit to a process which has a predictable 

costs/benefits balance.  

On 07 March 2016, the Board of Governors of the RSPO has endorsed the "RSPO Management 

System Requirements and guidance for Group Certification of FFB Production".  

The "Group Certification" scheme of the RSPO includes requirements which cannot be fulfilled by 

smallholders as the supporting RSPO documents are still not available.  

In particular, there is still no Remediation and Compensation Mechanism for smallholders, and no 

tool for GHG calculations for smallholders (for existing or new oil palm smallholders blocks), both 

promised in the Group Certification document). As a consequence, smallholders must comply with 5 

Major indicators as if they were industrial plantations.  

It leaves potential  compensation liability hanging over the heads of smallholders, threatening their 

commitment.  

The RSPO must live up to its goal of inclusiveness of smallholders, and develop a clear, fair 

certification system for smallholders.   

Potential Risks/Benefits 

Risks: Certifications for independent and scheme smallholders, and also outgrowers will be based on 

and using generic P&C until the new group certification of FFB production and practical tools for 

smallholders are developed and implemented.  

 

Benefits : Develop practical procedures and tools for smallholders seeking RSPO certification.  
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The RSPO GA 13 requests the RSPO Secretariat to suspend the implementation of the 

document entitled "RSPO Management System Requirements and guidance for Group 

Certification of FFB Production", until the necessary tools for smallholders have been 

developed.    

 

Contact Information: 

Edi Suhardi:  edis@goodhope-id.com 

Bambang Dwilaksono:  Bambang.dwilaksono@first-resources.com 


